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Before the story begins... B

~ This session is NOT a technical speech.
“ |t Is a true story about my experiences.

“ In this story I'm not criticizing anyone or anything. I'm just
telling you what | experienced, and hope that we can do
something to make it better.
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Story Background...
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“ People have been deeply bound to Microsoft [95, 98, NT,
Office*, Server*, ...] for more than 20 years.

“ People can use Microsoft Office in many, many incredible
(Notice: "incredible" sometimes can be pronounced as
"ridiculous™ as well) ways.

~ Here are some examples...
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The Story Begins... S B
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~ Taiwan has launched a three-year project to migrate
ODF/LibreOffice in all the governments.

~ Currently, almost all the training courses are for Writer, Calc
and Impress.

~ However, there are two important demands but not satisfied
yet:
“ 1. Microsoft Access to LibreOffice Base
~ 2. Microsoft Office Macros to LibreOffice Macros
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One day... ) B
= -

~ Someone asked me if | can teach writing macros with
LibreOffice Basic.

“ | used to write code with Basic (on APPLE Il) / Pascal / C/
C++/Perl/ PHP /Bash/Csh/...... , but not a single line of
LibreOffice Basic (and Visual Basic).

% "How hard can it be?"
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So Many Materials, . - B S
How Hard Can It Be? = =

GO-"..-g|e libreoffice basic tutorial s H

e ®Eh FriE ila] HE v me|1R

#1997 180,000 1B R (1LEASM : 045 B

[ODF1| ibreOffice Basic Programmer's Guide - Ask LibreOffice
https://ask libreoffice.org/upfiles/13691375069537243.0dt ~

This guide provides an introduction to programming with OpenOffice.org Basic. To get
the most out of this book, you should be familiar with other programming ...

Programming with LibreOffice Basic - LibreOffice Help
https://help.libreoffice.org/Basic/Programming_with_Basic ~ HliZEE@ER
2012594 13H - This section describes the basic syntax elements of LibreOffice Basic.
For a detailed description please refer to the LibreOffice Basic Guide ...

Writing a Macro in LibreOffice Calc - Getting Started - Debug...
www.debugpoint.com/.../writing-a-macro-in-libreoffice-ca... ~ BIiZEEHEER
2014594 12H - You can use Python or basic for your macro development. This tutorial
focuses on writing a basic 'Hello World' macro using basic in LibreOffice ...

LibreOffice Basic Macro Tutorial Index - DebugPoint.com
www.debugpoint.com/libreoffice-basic-macro-tutorial-ind... ~ EliZEEEE
This page contains index of all LibreOffice tutorials, including Calc Macros using basic
that has been posted in www.debugpeint.com. All the posts have been ..

LibreOffice Base (01) Create a Database, Create a Table - Yo...
-i. https fhwww. youtube.com/watch?v...
A

mi‘*#ﬂﬂiﬂhﬂwwfw
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Then | Found... o ﬁ

% The first document...
Y An ODT file of LibreOffice Basic Guide

BN 13691375069537243.0dk - LibreOffice Writer S
RRE) HEE BRW) BAD HRO) HR(S) FEQ) TRO A8 REW) #AH)
Qidgb&; ; E- & - (%1 BE-HOA =L QI dePRINC-A
R v BEgR [ | Deslusans vis v A AAARA L A NIE-E- @g == =--= = E
- - SERESEEREEEERESEEREEEERETEEREEEE R A ome =] =
< N o
S st @
OpenOffice 1=
_Or DeyalsSans +vQ10.5 )
p o
p & AA-xA
|
Oops... -~ Oops... e
y'e et 5
= EE=EE=
LibreOffice 3.4 Basic Programmer's Guide =
BE(S) : HRHE() :
- . =] ==
Hmm... it's okay. It shouldn't be & [0 00 25 o] @ [0.00 25 ]
too far from v5 | think... T [0.00 25 ¢ 8[0.00 29 3]
= - = (0.00 05| B
C » B |=|C
_5.1;200 |.54,917 {BF , 359,948 {EFT |_Title U ) U Lot = Joonen || = ——o——0 1+ 100%
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file:///home/italo/Dropbox/Conference/Conference%20Slides/13691375069537243.odt

| went on searching... ™

\| \|
va
¢ o Programming with LibreOffice Basic - LibreOffice Help - Google Chrome ) &
/B Programming witl x \@ | Gl |
c 0O [Iﬂ https://help.libreoffice.org/Basic/Programming_with_Basic ﬂ" % @D @I = R
i A2l B Homepage B EEMEREE B L8 T B Google B HER#H M Hi{fiiERA M FreeCorp B Hfth Bm SLAT [& Learn Qt Progra » | W HbEE
Programming with LibreOffice Basic
EN |AST BG BN BN-IN |CA |CS DA DE EL ES |EU |(FI |[FR HU |IT |JA |[KM KO NB NL |OM |FL PT FIBR RU |SL 5V |TR | VI
Download ZH-CN ZH-TW
LibreOffice
;ﬁﬁﬁ This is where you find general information about working with macros and LibreOffice Basic.
I8 Bx (=@l
WHATE 1 Basics
HE”FTEK 2 Syntax
Bt 3 Integrated Development Environment (IDE) — j— | | |
4 Event-Driven Macros —

Basics

This section provides the fundamentals for working with LibreOffice Basic.
Syntax

This section describes the basic syntax elements of LibreOffice Basic. For a detailed description please refer to the LibreOffice Basic Guide which is available
separately.

Integrated Development Environment (IDE)

This section describes the Integrated Development Environment for LibreOffice Basic.

Event-Driven Macros

This section describes how to assign Basic programs to program events.
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Something useful... B

~ Open Office Basic Programming Guide
~ Looked nice. But the last update time was Jan. 2013. Well,
okay.
“ LibreOffice Basic Help
“ Dialog? It seemed not what | want.
“ Writing a Macro in LibreOffice Calc -- Getting Started

“ That's it! A basic "Hello World" macro, which filled "Hello
World" into a cell in Calc! [ finally found it!

Y Then... How to write a "Hello World" macro in Writer?
“ No, not MsgBox "Hello World!" "
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https://wiki.openoffice.org/wiki/Documentation/BASIC_Guide
https://help.libreoffice.org/Basic/Basic_Help
http://www.debugpoint.com/2014/09/writing-a-macro-in-libreoffice-calc-getting-started/

| Started to Feel Frustrated, So | . @ _‘ .
Called For Help... B - -

“ | called a friend who are very familiar with Microsoft Office
macros and Open Office as well.

% He gave me an one-line example of LibreOffice Basic running
on Writer:

ThisComponent.getText.String="Hello World!”

N ThisComponent.getText? Ah, it worked, and that's
Interesting.

~ Then he gave me a good document:
~ Useful Macro Information for Open Office

14
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http://www.pitonyak.org/AndrewMacro.odt

XRayTool ) B

\| \|
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~ Then he told me to find and download XRayTool.
~ Bernard Marcelly web site

“ | downloaded XRayTool and installed. Then no surprise...
“ Failed to run... Orz

~ After a few debugging, | found the problem --
W StarDesktop seems no longer a static global object.

“ | added the following code and it worked:
Dim StarDesktop As Object

StarDesktop =
createUnoService ("com.sun.star.frame.Desktop")

% New XRayTool URL: http://goo.gl/z68Veb
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http://berma.pagesperso-orange.fr/index2.html
http://goo.gl/z68Veb
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After studying for some days... B
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~ With the help of my friend, XRayTool, and some old
documents, | started to understand a bit of the structure of the
API.

“ However, something was still not run as expected, like the
status bar.

~ Besides, so far | still didn't find a way to write a "Hello World"
macro running on Impress, displaying the universal string on
a slide.
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What | Wish to Have B
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~ A tutorial from the easiest "Hello World" to look deeply into the
UNO.

~ LibreOffice 5.1 Getting Started mentioned macros in Chapter
13 too. It's new and good, just that in the part of introducing
LibreOffice Basic | still feel it running "too fast".
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https://www.libreoffice.org/get-help/documentation

What I'm Doing Now B

< Now I'm writing a tutorial for LibreOffice Macros

~ From the simplest "Hello World" Basic program running on
Writer, Calc and Impress and compare their differences.

~ Several common examples to tell users how to write macros
In different applications.

< How to rewrite the Microsoft Office macros in both Basic
and Python.

~ But...
“ Yes, it's written in Traditional Chinese.
“ Progress: less than 10%... (sigh
“ URL: https://goo.gl/ZcA9Pn
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https://goo.gl/ZcA9Pn

Conclusion = - B
B
~ Macro is an essential part for migrating LibreOffice in Taiwan.

~ The current documents are old ones, and not easy and simple
enough for users with little programming experiences, (or
experienced programmers without any experience of Visual

Basic like me...)
“ It's been a long time without new tutorials or documents for

_ibreOffice macros until LibreOffice 5.1 Getting Started
published, though it's somehow still a bit "running to fast."

< |'d like to change this so that we can promote LibreOffice
more smoothly and deeply.
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Thank you
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for coming to this session.
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